A human auto-immune antibody specifically recognizing initiator methionine tRNA from yeast and higher eucaryotes.
Analysis of sera from 168 patients with autoimmune disorders revealed that one patient with Sjôgren's syndrome produced antibodies against deproteinized initiator methionine tRNA in addition to those against La protein. This anti-tRNAimet recognizes also tRNAimet from yeast but not from Phaseolus vulgaris chloroplasts (bean) or E. coli. It appears therefore that the epitope could be located in the TF loop in which an A residue in position 60 and the AUCG sequence are the only common features in yeast and human tRNAimet.